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Calendar of Events
President 6s
Way West Council
Southwest Council
Mid-Nebraska Council

Central Council Literacy Calendar of Events
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Eastern Council 20092010
IRA Facebook
Jan 7: Sandhills: AWriting
NSRAWeb.Page Jan 18: Nekot a: fiRachel Ti e
Coordinators® Jan. 18: Apple Valley: #AGumd
NSRA Conference Schedule Jan. 19: Way West: fDistance
Welcome Reception 10 Jan 23: Central: iStorytell
Jan. 280 Northeast: fAThe Gr a

More Conference SchedulelO

More Conference Schedulell Febr. 2527: NSRA: State Conference in Kearney

March 1: Nekota: Business Meeting, Election

NeWS&NOteS.TrlClaParkaz Mar Ch 2 Way West : ﬁCOnf eren
East Central Council 13 March 6: Metro: Meet the Author
Northeast Council 14 March 8: Eastern: APuppets a
International Projects 14 mgigﬂ ggf EZQ?“&LLf;aFng‘\T&S
Coptaptlnformatlon 15 March 20: Sout hwest: A Mi ke
Editorial 16 March 27: MidNE: Banquet
April 17: Northeast: HAYoung
April 19: Apple Valley: fAOma
April 22: Metro: Literacy Leadership Night
April 25-29: IRA Convention, Chicago, IL
April 26: Nekota: @ADon Hol st
April 29: Eastern: fALooking

May 28: Nekota: Officer Work Day



President s Post i n gbsLynnThurber

What to Do, What to Do?

This year is a time of testing for me. Extra responsibilities keep piling up arou
| am an eighth grade teacher at Beadle Middle School in Millard Public Schg
Omaha, and on top of my English responsibilities, | have to stretch fairly far out
comfort level to teach one section of American history. My latest charge is to s
Read Naturally program by Winter Break, so | can put it into operation when §
opens up again in January. The snow cap on top of my mountain is a grea

usual range of my studentsdé ability, motivation,
them successfully in their learning. While preparing to write this article, | stumbled across an intriguing book
caledWhy Students Don6t Like School: A Cogni ti

Works and What That Means for the Classroom Thi s popul arized version
search intrigued and inspired me. Two aspects mentioned in this review are how to set up a lesson to enge
students and what to do with those students who are behind.
Willingham begins with the explanation that h u me
memory. Yes, we are curious, but this curiosity is rather fragile and needs optimum conditions in order tc
flourish. These conditions are based on the principle that people experience pleasure when they solve a prc
l em. This problem or mental work candét be too ha
or not experience the pleasure of solving it if it is too easy.
To set up your lesson to take advantage of the solution pleasure for your students, the author has the follo
ing suggestions:

Be sure to have cognitive work (problem can be understanding a poem) that has a moderate challenge

Consider if students have necessary background knowledge to solve that problem

Help students with short term memory by writing things on the board or revealing three steps at a time

Structure your question to be at the right difficulty for your students so it is solvable by them without you

having to give them the answer because this Kills the pleasure

You dondét al ways, have to give the puzzler at 1
After revealing that intelligence is malleable rather than static, Willingham offers the following guidelines for
those students who are behind:

Students should know that intelligence is something that can increase through hard work and persistenc

so praise effort and not ability

Explicitly tell them that hard work pays off

Create an environment where risk (failure) is acceptable

Teach specific study skills such as you will have to study at leastfieetyninutes for this test

Teach students that catching up is a #tergn goal and praise only that which deserves praise

Show students that you know that they can do it on an emotional level
These are just some of the highlights. There is so much more in the book itself. Hope this was helpful.

Literature Cited:
Willingham, Daniel T. (20090 Why St udent s Donodt Li ke School: A
about how the mind works and what that means for the classr8amFrancisco: Joss®ass.



Way West Counciby stephanie Barker

Expansion I's this year 0:¢
Reading Council and we are beginning to make
great strides towards it. We wanted to expand in
our number of members, in our knowledge of
literacy and ways to impact students, and expand
our exposure in the public eye.

Our first meeting, held September29ocused

on the expansion of our knowledge of teaching
vocabulary. Penny Businga from ESU 13 pre-
sent ed -StepAProSess for Effective Vo-
cabulary I nstructiono.
dance many great visual teaching strategies along
with practice activities to be used in our class-
rooms. Door prizes were given at the meeting
including a free membership to IRA and 3 free
registrations to the NSRA conference.

November % we worked on expanding our

knowledge of Rtl and where Nebraska is on im-
plementing the program. We were able to have
the meeting via distance learning and enjoyed a
presentation by Andrea Boden and Becky
Brandl. Even though the meeting ended with

technical difficulties, our knowledge was ex-
panded. On October 1% and 18' Way West hosted a

booth at the Kidz Explore in Mitchell. The high-
light of the weekend was giving aw&i2 books

Stephanie to kids between the ages of 1 and 17! We also
Barker gave away handouts on Word Building Activities
and and Word Building Resources to parents of pre-
Dennis schoolers and bookmarks to all kids. Information
Dubry about the goals of Way West was available and
prepare several parents showed interested in finding out
books for more information about our reading council.

the Kidz , .

Explore We are Iooklng forward to January™@hen we
Event. will be meeting to discuss plans for the State

Reading Conference. Many members are also
making plans to attend the conference in Kear-
ney. Our final meeting of the year will be held
March 2 as those that attended the conference
will share some of the highlights of their experi-
ences, and we will be having a favorite

recipe and book exchange.



