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In the world of ñtatersò there are 

spectators and participators. Be a 

participating member of NSRA. 

When you join your local council, 

you are automatically  a member 

of the Nebraska State Reading 

Association. This entitles you to attend events 

sponsored by other councils throughout the state 

at member prices. Get involved! There is some-

thing for everyone in NSRA! Just check out this 

list of activities: 

 

Literacy Calendar of Events  

2009-2010 

 
Jan. 7: Sandhills: ñWriting Techniquesò 

Jan. 18: Nekota: ñRachel Tiedmanò 

Jan. 18: Apple Valley: ñGumdrop Booksò 

Jan.19: Way West: ñDistance Learning Labsò 
Jan. 23: Central: ñStorytelling Festivalò in Kearney 

Jan. 28ò Northeast: ñThe Grapes of Math and Moreò 

Febr. 25-27: NSRA: State Conference in Kearney 

March 1: Nekota:  Business Meeting, Election 

March 2: Way West: ñConference Reflectionsò 

March 6: Metro: Meet the Author 

March 8: Eastern: ñPuppets and Poetryò 

March 20: Sandhills: ñRS&T:Relax, Spa, and Tradeò 

March 20: East Central: ñYoung Authorôs Conferenceò 

March 20: Southwest: ñ Mike Pruter: Web Literacyò 

March 27: Mid-NE: Banquet 

April 17: Northeast: ñYoung authorsô Festival 
April 19: Apple Valley: ñOmaha World Heraldò 

April 22: Metro: Literacy Leadership Night 

April 25-29: IRA Convention, Chicago, IL 

April 26: Nekota: ñDon Holstò 

April 29: Eastern: ñLooking Toward Summerò 

May 28: Nekota: Officer Work Day 

 

 

 

Check  

It  

Out! 
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 Presidentôs Postings                                   by Lynn Thurber 

 

What to Do, What to Do? 

 

This year is a time of testing for me.  Extra responsibilities keep piling up around me.  

I am an eighth grade teacher at Beadle Middle School in Millard Public Schools in 

Omaha, and on top of my English responsibilities, I have to stretch fairly far out of my 

comfort level to teach  one section of American history.  My latest charge is to set up a 

Read Naturally program by Winter Break, so I can put it into operation when school 

opens up again in January.  The snow cap on top of my mountain is a greater than 

usual range of my studentsô ability, motivation, and background.  I have found it difficult to engage all of 

them successfully in their learning.  While preparing to write this article, I stumbled across an intriguing book 

called, Why Students Donôt Like School:  A   Cognitive Scientist Answers Questions About  How the Mind 

Works and What That Means for the Classroom.  This popularized version of Daniel T. Willinghamôs re-

search intrigued and inspired me.  Two aspects mentioned in this review are how to set up a lesson to engage 

students and what to do with those students who are behind.   

Willingham begins with the explanation that humans donôt really like to think and would rather depend on 

memory.  Yes, we are curious, but this curiosity is rather fragile and needs optimum conditions in order to 

flourish. These conditions are based on the principle that people experience pleasure when they solve a prob-

lem. This problem or mental work canôt be too hard or two easy or people will either give up if it is too hard 

or not experience the pleasure of solving it if it is too easy.  

To set up your lesson to take advantage of the solution pleasure for your students, the author has the follow-

ing suggestions: 

Be sure to have cognitive work (problem can be understanding a poem) that has a moderate challenge 

Consider if students have necessary background knowledge to solve that problem 

Help students with short term memory by writing things on the board or revealing three steps at a time 

Structure your question to be at the right difficulty for your students so it is solvable by them without you 

having to give them the answer because this kills the pleasure 

You donôt always, have to give the puzzler at the beginning as it can also be placed after the input 

After revealing that intelligence is malleable rather than static, Willingham offers the following guidelines for 

those students who are behind: 

Students should know that intelligence is something that can increase through hard work and persistence, 

so praise effort and not ability 

Explicitly tell them that hard work pays off 

Create an environment where risk (failure) is acceptable  

Teach specific study skills such as you will have to study at least forty-five minutes for this test 

Teach students that catching up is a long-term goal and praise only that which deserves praise 

Show students that you know that they can do it on an emotional level 

These are just some of the highlights. There is so much more in the book itself. Hope this was helpful. 

 

Literature Cited: 

Willingham, Daniel T. (2009). Why Students Donôt Like School:  A   cognitive scientist answers questions 

about how the mind works and what that means for the classroom.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass.  
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Way West Council by Stephanie Barker 

 

Expansion is this yearôs goal for Way West 

Reading Council and we are beginning to make 

great strides towards it. We wanted to expand in 

our number of members, in our knowledge of 

literacy and ways to impact students, and expand 

our exposure in the public eye. 

 

Our first meeting, held September 29th, focused 

on the expansion of our knowledge of teaching 

vocabulary.  Penny Businga from ESU 13 pre-

sented ñA Six-Step Process for Effective Vo-

cabulary Instructionò.  She gave those in atten-

dance many great visual teaching strategies along 

with practice activities to be used in our class-

rooms.  Door prizes were given at the meeting 

including a free membership to IRA and 3 free 

registrations to the NSRA conference. 

 

November 3rd we worked on expanding our 

knowledge of RtI and where Nebraska is on im-

plementing the program.  We were able to have 

the meeting via distance learning and enjoyed a 

presentation by Andrea Boden and Becky 

Brandl.  Even though the meeting ended with 

technical difficulties, our knowledge was ex-

panded. 

 

 

Stephanie    

Barker 

and 

Dennis 

Dubry  

prepare 

books for 

the Kidz 

Explore 

Event. 

  

On October 17th and 18th Way West hosted a 

booth at the Kidz Explore in Mitchell.  The high-

light of the weekend was giving away 712 books 

to kids between the ages of 1 and 17!   We also 

gave away handouts on Word Building Activities 

and Word Building Resources to parents of pre-

schoolers and bookmarks to all kids.  Information 

about the goals of Way West was available and 

several parents showed interested in finding out 

more information about our reading council. 

 

We are looking forward to January 19th when we 

will be meeting to discuss plans for the State 

Reading Conference.  Many members are also 

making plans to attend the conference in Kear-

ney.  Our final meeting of the year will be held 

March 2nd as those that attended the conference 

will share some of the highlights of their experi-

ences, and we will be having a favorite  

recipe and book exchange. 


