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Nebraska State Reading Conference 

February 25-27, 2010 

Ramada Inn, Kearney Nebraska 

 
   Presenters include these noted speakers AND many more: 

Greg Tang ï author of a series of books that gives kids a better under-

standing of math including The Grapes of Math and The Best of 

Times 

Janet Allen -international consultant recognized for her literacy work 

with at-risk students 

Cindy Middendorf - presents nationally on a wide range of early child-

hood topics from early literacy instruction to brain-friendly class-

room management 

Eric Ode ï author of silly cowboy poems that have appeared in over a 

dozen anthologies including If Kids Ruled the School, Rolling in the 

Aisles, My Teacher's in Detention 

James Baumann ï awarded a grant to develop and evaluate a comprehen-

sive approach to vocabulary instruction and serves on IRAôs commis-

sion on  RtI . 

Dr. Robert Breed ï Nebraska Commissioner of Education 

Suse MacDonaldïAuthor/Illustrator: Shape by Shape, Alphabet Animals 

Linda Gambrell-Past President IRA, Reaching All Readers 
 

   Donôt miss this one!! 

       for details go to  

     www.nereads.org 

 

 Program Proposals due  

   October 1, 2009 
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 Presidentôs Postings                                  by Lynn Thurber 

 

I am still out of breath from climbing the hills of Cozad Camp Comeca, located south 

of Cozad on the hilltop overlooking the Platte River Valley and Midway Lake. Our 

State Leadership Meeting was held here July 13th and 14th. The view was breathtaking 

in more ways than one. Trying to keep up with the ñôyoung bucksô Julie Kozisek and 

Janet Larson up and down steep trails, left me gasping for air, but the view from the 

top the view from the top was awe inspiring. What a beautiful place for NSRA Lead-

ership to begin our year. 

 

In a way, that is how I feel about being your president this year. I am following a line of wonderful and dedi-

cated past presidents and officers which is more than a little intimidating, but at the same time, I can see and 

appreciate how the Nebraska State Reading Associating works so well in coming together for our main mis-

sion: to lead in the promotion of literacy in the state of Nebraska through collaboration, advocacy, and profes-

sional development.  

 

2009-2010 Goals 

Build Bridges across the different audiences: individuals, parents, local councils, school districts, colleges/

universities, other professional organizations, businesses, state government and IRA. 

 

Tasks/Action Step 

1.Continue to enhance and update the website (See Tiffany Tarvestadôs Notes on p. 14) 

2.Rest ruc ture  and  enhance the organ iza t ion  o f  the commi t tee s t ruc ture     

3.Organize practices, procedures and expectations across councils and within the state 

4.Increase membership with challenges to each council to grow at least 10% 

5. Enhance the communication across different organizations, colleges, etc. 

 

Though NSRA collaboration we have advocated for a more balanced approach to literacy in our state and will 

continue to do so. As far as far as professional development is concerned, we hope that each one of you are 

making plans to attend the Reading Conference, Light the Torch for Reading  February 25 through 27, 2010 

in Kearney, Nebraska. Julie Agard, Linda 

Placezk and the Conference Committee are 

planning wonderful sessions for your class-

rooms that are well worth your time with Janet 

Allen, Cindy Middendorf, Maryann Manning, 

and Greg Tang among the presenters.  

 

I challenge you all to become more involved 

with the activities of your local council and 

NSRA. This way you will be enriched and help 

to enrich others.  

 

 

Photo is from the top of the Lookout Tower at 

Camp Comeca near Cozad. NSRA Leadership 

Training was held there July 13 and 14. 

 

 


