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President 6s Post i n @gySynnThurber

| am still out of breath from climbing the hills of Cozad Camp Comeca, located
of Cozad on the hilltop overlooking the Platte River Valley and Midway Lake
State Leadership Meeting was held here Julydr&l 14'. The view was breathtaki
in more ways than one. Trying to ke
Janet Larson up and down steep trails, left me gasping for air, but the view fr
top the view from the top was awe inspiring. What a beautiful place for NSRA

ership to begin our year. ]
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In a way, that is how | feel about being your president this year. | am following a line of wonderful and dedi-
cated past presidents and officers which is more than a little intimidating, but at the same time, | can see a
appreciate how the Nebraska State Reading Associating works so well in coming together for our main mi
sion: to lead in the promotion of literacy in the state of Nebraska through collaboration, advocacy, and profe:
sional development.

20092010 Goals
Build Bridges across the different audiences: individuals, parents, local councils, school districts, colleges
universities, other professional organizations, businesses, state government and IRA.

Tasks/Action Step

1. Continue t o enhance and updat e t he website
2.Restructure and enhance the organization of the committee structure
3.0rganize practices, procedures and expectations across councils and within the stat
4.Increase membership with challenges to each council to grow at least 10%
5. Enhance the communication across different organizations, colleges, etc.

Though NSRA collaboration we have advocated for a more balanced approach to literacy in our state and w

continue to do so. As far as far as professional development is concerned, we hope that each one of you

making plans to attend the Reading Conference, Light the Torch for Reading February 25 through 27, 20!
in Kearney, Nebraska. Julie Agard, Linda
Placezk and the Conference Committee are
planning wonderful sessions for your class-
rooms that are well worth your time with Janet
Allen, Cindy Middendorf, Maryann Manning,
and Greg Tang among the presenters.

| challenge you all to become more involved
with the activities of your local council and
NSRA. This way you will be enriched and help
to enrich others.

Photo is from the top of the Lookout Tower at
Camp Comeca near Cozad. NSRA Leadership
Training was held there July 13 and 14.



